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Medical tourism mooted for Phillip Island
THE long awaited upgrade to Phillip Island’s medical facilities could become a reality as a result of a brand new industry based
on medical tourism.
Negotiations to establish a world-class
Phillip Island cancer treatment centre began this week when federal, state and local
government representatives gathered at the
Nobbies Conference Centre for their first
face-to-face meeting with leading private
healthcare firms and overseas investors.
The final shape of the facility will be determined by complex ongoing negotiations, but
all parties say they are confident of a positive
outcome.
Centrepiece of the plan is a cancer treatment centre capable of treating up to 30 patients a day.
The state of the art facility will employ
resident doctors and nurses and will target
medical tourists seeking advanced cancer
treatment in Australia.
Local residents will also benefit by being
able to have treatment on the island instead
of having to travel to Melbourne and find expensive accommodation.

Who is involved?

Three major healthcare providers are
lining up to be part of the island venture:
Siemens Healthcare, Genesis Care Australia and ROC/ICON Group. These premier
players have been brought to the negotiating table after a year-long campaign by local
activists Phillip Island Medical and Hospital
Action Group (PIMHAG).
Needless to say the group was delighted
to see their hard work lead to this week’s
round-table discussions with Federal Health
Minister and MHR for Flinders Greg Hunt,
state member for Bass, Brian Paynter and
Bass Coast mayor Pamela Rothfield.
Speaking in between negotiating sessions,
also attended by Bass Coast Health CEO Jan
Child, Mr Hunt said medical tourism will
bring economic benefits to Phillip Island but
it is important to have the support of the local community, as well as Bass Coast Health
and the Victorian Government.
“We can help at the federal level by setting
up partnerships with other countries to allow
movement of patients and their families.”

Genesis Care Australia Business Director
John Ketelbey said he was “absolutely positive something can happen on Phillip Island.
Our new Genesis facility at Albury Wodonga
is a great comparison treating up to 90 radiology patients per day”.
ROC/ICON Group’s Jim Frantzis told the
gathering that Australians have always regarded regional hospitals as second rate.
“We want to change that and bring the latest technology to Phillip Island to deliver the
best medical outcomes.”
Asked by the Health Minister to give good
examples of regional facilities, Mr Frantzis
pointed to ROC/ICON Group’s comprehensive cancer centres in Toowoomba and
Bundaberg in Queensland, Gosford north of
Sydney and Rockingham WA.
Peter Spryszynski, General Manager of
Siemens Healthcare sees “an amazing opportunity” to provide services and support
mechanisms, diagnostic imaging equipment
and project management of the construction
phase of the building.
Asked to rate the chances of the project
proceeding, he said: “With the level of sup-

port we have from federal and state government it would be pretty tough to bet against
it”.

Number one island concern

Lack of medical facilities on Phillip Island
was identified as the number one concern of
residents polled by Phillip Island Progress
Association during the lead up to last year’s
council elections.
Since the closure of Warley Hospital, islanders and visitors have had no local facilities and have been forced to travel to Melbourne or Wonthaggi.
CEO of Bass Coast Health Jan Child congratulated the PIMHAG campaigners for
their achievements, citing the high rate of
cancer in the area.
However she qualified her support for the
specialist cancer centre with the warning
“There’s a lot of devil in the detail”.
Head of the Phillip Island Medical and
Aged Care Group Dr Howard McCormick
said not having to travel for treatment will
be a major benefit for cancer patients who
will be able to have family and friends close
at hand for support.
Dr McCormick said the new facility will attract more quality doctors to Phillip Island
and make a huge contribution to broadening
the range of professional job opportunities.
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Member for Bass Brian Paynter, Bass Coast mayor Cr Pam Rothfield, and the Federal Minister for Health Greg Hunt, are pictured at the
Nobbies Centre on Monday, where discussions on the concept of establishing a brand new industry based on medical tourism on Phillip
Island took place.
Mr Hunt said that while the discussions were the beginning of the process, the potential to deliver public and private health oncology
services for local residents exists. Representatives of industry leaders Genesis, Icon and Siemens were among those represented at the
Nobbies on Monday.

