Medical tourism mooted for Phillip Island
catchment of any new medical facilities.

Landmark day
Federal Health Minister and Member for
Flinders Greg Hunt, speaking after the conference, said that Monday’s gathering at
the Nobbies was the beginning of a process
which has the potential to deliver public and
private health oncology services for local
residents.
“I am delighted with the progress towards
possible dedicated cancer radiation treatment services on Phillip Island for both residents and others who may wish to visit the
Island.
“While this is the beginning of the process, it
has the potential to deliver public and private
health oncology services for local residents.
“Genesis, Icon and Siemens are industry
leaders in their field so it is fantastic to be
able to get them all around the table.
“This is an area of community need and
with the Phillip Island Health and Medical Hub soon to begin construction; it has
opened the door to these discussions.

“Phillip Island is a beautiful part of the
world and if you are unfortunate enough to
become ill, where else better to recover than
here in this beautiful natural setting?
“At the forefront of any investment are the
medical needs of the Phillip Island community.
“It is great to see an enthusiasm in investment for these services on the Island and
paired with the new Hub, it offers enormous
potential that could have a significant impact for the health and wellbeing of Phillip
Island residents and the broader Bass Coast
region.”
A spokesman for the Federal Health Minister Jarryd Williamson said Monday was a
landmark day with three premier healthcare
providers and investors coming together
with government to start what is most likely
to be a five or six step process.
He congratulated PIMHAG and lead campaigner Peter Osborne on getting the participants to the table.
He said these discussions will also build
momentum towards upgrading Wonthaggi
Hospital so everything might proceed in tandem, depending on how discussions go and

the state government’s timeline to upgrade
Wonthaggi.
Three possible island sites have been identified for the specialist cancer centre, but the
final approval rests with local and state government. The centre will be a separate development to the soon to be commenced Cowes
Medical Hub.
The first deadline to get a joint funding application to Canberra is June 30.
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Bass Coast Shire Mayor Cr Pam Rothfield pictured at the Nobbies on Monday in discussion
with overseas investors interested in the concept of a brand new industry based on medical
tourism on Phillip Island.
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Police say these three men will be able
to assist in the investigation of the stolen
bakery table.

Outdoor café
table stolen

A BAKERY in San Remo had a large external cafe table stolen on March 11 between
4am and 6am, according to police.
The table, measuring about 2 metres in
length, was engraved with the name of the
bakery it was stolen from.
Police believe the three men pictured will
be able to assist in the investigation.
If you recognise the men or have any information please contact Senior Constable Flanagan at the Wonthaggi Police Station.

Ring found
In February this year a gold ring was located by a tourist in the main street of Cowes
and handed into police at Knox.
If you know the owner, please contact the
property officer at the Knox Police Station on
9881 7929.

The culmination of 12 months of hard work and planning was celebrated by PIMHAG
members John Matthews, Bob Pascoe, Robyn Dixon, Gill Scrase, Linda Marston and Graeme
Cock at the Nobbies Centre on Monday, when healthcare providers, government representatives, and overseas investors came together to discuss the possibilities of a medical tourism
centre on Phillip Island.
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“I’m really excited because here is something that can make a difference, not just to
the health of patients on the island, but to
the island as a whole as a result of providing employment, improving tourism and tremendous benefits both short and long term.”
Dr McCormick said that having high quality specialist medical care will make a huge
difference because long term, this model will
depend on public patients.
“Yes, it might be private to start off with,
but they will provide the impetus so then we
can provide the good public services. So first
we get better access to services that aren’t in
the area.”
Destination Phillip Island Chairman John
Pandazopoulos made the observation that
“nature and wellness go hand in hand” and
that “medical tourism is massively underdone in Australia. People come here for the
lift they get from our environment, something locals already know.”
Mr Pandazopoulos said linking the island
with the Mornington Peninsula by car ferry
will be very important to broadening the

